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Volga, the other on the right. No case of disease has
occurred since the Commission arrived on the Volga, so for
the present it must be content with getting together such
facts as it can relative to the recent outbreak, and studying
the conditions, as far as this is practicable, under which it
happened.
The cases of popularly reported plague in various parts

of Russia are now becoming somewhat numerous. These
.cases have all been examined by special medical com-
mission, which hitherto appear to have satisfied themselves
that popular fear has mistaken diphtheria, or typhus, or
other form of serious disease, for the plague. These reports
are not, however, altogether reassuring. They betray an
anxiety to show that the reported cases of plague are any-
thing but plague, which does not give confidence.’
The case reported from St. Petersburg is of particular

interest, for it is averred that Professor Botkine is at issue
with the official medical representatives of the empire and
municipality as to its nature. This case is reported as
follows :-On Feb. 26th a man presented himself among
Professor Botkine’s patients at the Michel Hospital under
the following circumstances. The patient, aged fifty years,
was the porter to the artillery school. On Jan. 27th he had
an attack of feverishness. The next day a bubo appeared
in the left groin, which suppurated on Feb. 22nd.
Two days after there was another attack of fever-
ishness, and in the course of the night following a bubo
appeared in the right groin. On Feb. 25th, when Pro-
fessor Botkine saw the patient, there was great feverishness,
the temperature 392&deg; C. (98’8&deg; F.), pulse 120, respiration 24,
and the skin covered with a minute petechial eruption. The
general powers of the system not perceptibly affected. Pro-
fessor Botkine expressed the opinion that the patient was
suffering from a slight form of the Astrakhan disease.
Acting upon this opinion, the local authorities proceeded to
isolate not only the patient himself, but also all the persons
with whom he has lived in contact in the artillery school,
some forty eight in number.
The official medical men who have since examined the

case have come to the conclusion that the affection is syphi-
litic, "malgre la presence de quelques taches sur la peau,"
and they insist especially upon the absence of all indications
of "contagion " with regard to the sore. Professor Botkine,
however, it is understood, still adheres to his first expressed
opinion.
The Local Government Board has addressed a letter to

port sanitary authorities, dated 19th February, pointing out
the "grave responsibility " which rests upon them in being
prepared with hospital accommodation and proper means for
disinfecting clothes and bedding in view of plague.

Correspondence.

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACTS.

W. M. COLLINS, M.D.,
Scots Guards.

A

"Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-Having read your article of the 1st ult., and the

letters which appeared subsequently on the above subject,
and having during a long period of duty at Windsor paid
particular attention to the working of the Contagious Dis-
eases Acts, I venture to offer a.few remarks thereon.
There is, I think, no place which affords such a striking

proof of the efficacy of those Acts as Windsor does, and
in order to present accurate statistics of their working, I be-
lieve it to be absolutely indispensable that a distinction
should be made between cases contracted " in " and " out
of " the district, for it is notorious, as you observe in your
remarks, that many men contract disease while on furlough
in London, and if no such distinction be made these cases go
to swell the returns of the protected district, which is mani-
festly unfair. Indeed, my experience has been that fully
two-thirds of the cases at Windsor are contracted out of the
district. I must therefore beg to diff’er from Dr. Balfour as to
the inadvisability of discriminating between these two classes,
and am at a loss to understand how he could arrive at the con-
clusion he did as to the men’s inveracity, which made him
consider that such a distinction would be unreliable, as such

an assertion would, I presume, at least require much per-
sonal experience of the cases; and instead of their being
untruthful and wilfully misleading the police, as he asserts,
I can fully endorse Mr. Myers’s opinion that their state-
ments can generally be relied on, and that they do all they
can to assist the police in the detection of the woman.

It is, I think, most unfair, too, to instance Windsor as an
example of the inefficiency of the Acts, as has been done
by Mr. Stansfeld, M.P., and some of his co-agitators, by
appealing to the Army Medical Returns, which show the
entire number of cases in hospital irrespective of their
origin, whereas the greater proportion of them are made up
of cases transferred from London on the move of the bat-
talion to Windsor, or are contracted in London previous to
the change of quarters, and make their appearance after
arriving at Windsor, or, as already pointed out, are con-

tracted out of the district while the battalion is quartered
there. As these moves take place twice a year, it may be
seen how large a proportion of the cases may thus be
accounted for, and how these returns might be made to
misrepresent the actual facts.

If the Contagious Diseases Acts had to depend for their
reputation on their working at Windsor alone, they would
afford the most complete evidence of the great benefit they
confer on the soldier, and instead of Windsor being, as it was
before the Acts came into force, a perfect hotbed of syphilis,
and gave a larger number of admissions than even London,
it now presents the most striking contrast to the ravages
which this disease causes among the Guards in the metro-
polis.
As an evidence of my opinion with respect to this subject,

I may quote an extract from my annual report on the health
of a battalion at Windsor in 1876; and since then further ex-
perience has strengthened my opinion :-

" Since the battalion has been stationed at Windsor there
have been but very few admissions from these (venereal)
diseases, and those which occurred were chiefly contracted
out of the district. Only one case of primary syphilis was
contracted in the district since the battalion has been

quartered here. These good results are due to the excellent
working of the Contagious Diseases Acts in operation
here." 

I am, Sir, yours obediently,
W. M. COLLINS, M.D.,

Grosvenor-street. March 1st. 1879. Scots Guards.

THE NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Allow me to say that, in my opinion, it would be
for the advantage of the service if the present Director-
General were re-appointed for five years, provided he is

willing to serve again. He is one of the best, if not the
best, we have ever had, and is justly esteemed for his

literary, scientific, and social qualities, as well as greatly
honoured for his long service in the Arctic regions (five years),
and also during the Russian war, while his ten years’ tenure
of his present office is sufficient to prove how highly he is
appreciated by the Board of Admiralty. In short, the
profession has never been so well represented before
as in the person of its present chief, and no man

living is so well acquainted with the working and re-

quirements of the Medical Department of the Navy. It
cannot be denied that the service is unpopular, but for that
he is in no way responsible. The fine old line-of-battle ships
and beautiful frigates of a former generation have passed
away, and with them, to some extent and in a certain sense,
I fear, the charm and romance of the Navy ; while it is not
improbable that the recent lamentable disasters on board
the ironclads and other floating castles-I was going to say,
monsters of the deep-may have had a deterrent effect on
young medical men joining the service. It is to be hoped,
however, that a sufficient number of young surgeons will be
found patriotic enough to come forward to fill the constantly
occurring vacancies in the hospitals and fleets ; and let me
assure them that the service offers many advantages, and is
not so black as has been painted, being greatly improved
since I entered it thirty-two years ago. But this by way of
parenthesis.

It is absurd to say that because a man is sixty years of age
he is unfit for the office of Director-General for another five
years’ term of service. Should Sir A, Armstrong wish



354

finally to retire, the name of Sir W. R. E. Smart, K.C.B.,
occurs to me as an officer highly qualified for that position,
and justly entitled to consideration for his great professional
attainments and long and valuable services. Should both
of these decline, I recommend Dr. H. J. Domville, C.B., as
likely to be a very efficient and popular Director-General.

Being now on the retired list, and having no persona]
object in view, I can speak fearlessly and independently
nor need I write under an assumed name, as some receni
correspondents have done.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully.

Chesterfield, March 3rd, 1879.
JOHN ROSE, M.D.,

Staff-Surgeon R.N.

TRICHIN&AElig; IN AMERICAN PIGS.

FRANCIS VACHER.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In an annotation appearing in THE LANCET of

Feb. 22nd, on Triehinse in American Pigs, I notice the

following sentence :-" There can scarcely be a doubt that
the porcine race in the three kingdoms is just as likely
to harbour trichinse as on the Continent or in America,
though they are never looked for or dreamt of as being
present in swine’s flesh."
The following paragraph of a paper I read at the Town

Hall, Manchester, in June last, may, I think, be taken as
evidence that medical officers do look for trichinae as well
as cysticerci in swine’s flesh. Those who were present
when my paper was read will remember that I showed a
small piece of muscle containing these nematodes, and de-
monstrated how readily they might be made out by
means of a good pocket lens :-

" Trichince in pork can usually be seen without the aid of
a magnifier, the flesh being distinctly speckled. The white
specks come out clearly if a thin section of muscle be treated
for a short time with liquor potass&aelig; and water (1 to 8), as
recommended by Dr. Parkes. When the capsule is dense,
the same author suggests the addition of a drop or two of
weak hydrochloric acid. To see the coiled-up worm itself
all that is necessary is a good pocket lens. These little
nematodes, although they find their way to almost every
organ of the body, do not grow or become encapsuled in any
other tissue than that of the muscles. They are not likE
the cestodes enshrined between the fibres, but in the fibres,
The muscles are swelled in consequence of the depositior
of plastic material round each of the trichin&aelig;, and the for
mation of the capsule. The cellular tissue is oedematous
The lungs are sometimes observed to be inflamed."

I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
Birkenhead, Feb. 26th, 1879. FRANCIS VACHER.

MANCHESTER.
(From our own Correspondent.)

BRIGHT, open weather has succeeded to the late long-
continued frost, and the Central Relief Committee has an-
nounced its intention of closing its extraordinary operations.
Of course the permanent work of the Committee will continue
as heretofore, and, in face of the general and extreme de-
pression of trade, will find plenty of work to do; but the
need for anything beyond this, it is now thought, has passed
away. During the last twelve weeks of its existence the
provisional committee disbursed a sum of over jE22,000.
With the warmer weather it is to be hoped that a better
state of trade will commence, and more general occupation
be procurable, but it must be confessed that the surround-
ings are very gloomy, and rather point to a long-continued
period of distress and prevalent poverty.
The collection for Hospital Sunday in this city amounted

to &pound;4282, and for Hospital Saturday to &pound; 1152 ; making
altogether .65434. This is a great falling-off from the col-
lections of previous years, not amounting, indeed, to much
more than half ; but in face of the general distress, -Nvhict
affects rich and poor, it must be admitted that it speaks wel]
for the warm heart of the people and for the popularity oj
the charities.
A vacancy has occurred in the medical staff of Owen!

College, owing to the resignation of Mr. J. Priestley, th<
assistant lecturer on physiology. Mr. Priestley, who fo

several years has been Professor Gamgee’s right hand, will
be sorely missed, as he was an excellent teacher and a very
popular lecturer. He purposes, we are given to understand,
spending some time in the laboratory of Professor Klein,
with whom he worked in former years. The appointment of
lecturer on Medical Jurisprudence has been filled by the
election of Mr. C. J. Cullingworth, who for several years
has filled the office of divisional surgeon to the police.
At the last meeting of the Medical Society Professor

Watson read a learned paper on the Homologies of the
Generative Organs of the Male and Female, richly illus-
trated with diagrams and specimens.
March ar-f) lR7d

PARIS.
(From our own Correspondent.)

THE increased mortality by typhoid fever in the barracks
and lodgings of troops is the subject of much speculation
amongst the army surgeons. At the large barracks of the
Ecole Militaire, near the site of the late Exhibition, the
epidemic of typhoid fever has been especially severe, although
it is now beginning to diminish without the barracks having
been evacuated. The main fact stated to be connected with
the increased prevalence of typhoid in the French army is
the presence of a much greater number of young soldiers
in the ranks of the army as it is now organised. The
soldiers do not remain so long in service, and a much more
considerable number of youths are called into the ranks. On
the other hand, recent statistics have shown that tubercu-
losis, which is rather a disease of the adult or old soldier,
has comparatively decreased in the French army. There is
no doubt, however, that other causes must be added to the
main one which I have just mentioned, and one of the prin-
cipal, as is acknowledged by recent writers here on the sub-
ject, is overcrowding. Undoubtedly the change from life in
the open air to life in a city is of itself calculated to origi-
nate disease in the young French peasants, but it must be
added that in very many of the dormitories the old regula-
tions of 1839, allowing twelve cubic metres to each infantry
soldier and fourteen to each cavalry man, and an interval of
only twenty-five centimetres between each two beds, are
still in full vigour. And then so few precautions are taken
by the inmates to procure natural ventilation. Finally,
there is the question of personal cleanliness. As long as the
present rule, compelling the soldier to keep his arms and
clothing bright and clean, but leaving him entirely free as to
the use of soap and water, is suffered to exist, it is certain
that there will not be that cleanliness in the army which
ensures the individual health of the soldier and the good
sanitary condition of the regiment.

Princess Murat, who died a few days ago, was carried off
bv an attack of intestinal obstruction. During several days
every means employed failed to overcome the obstruction.
It suddenly gave way, however, and her doctors indulged a
faint hope ; but this was of short duration, and the case
ended in death.

I am glad to be able to give you better news of the health
of M. Renan, the eminent historian and philologist. He
has been suffering from a severe attack of gout, which has
compelled him to keep his bed for the last fortnight, and
caused the postponement of his public reception at the
Academic Fran&ccedil;aise. But he is now convalescent, and able
to walk.
The subject of plague in the East has, of course, had its

full share of attention from the public, the government, and
the medical circles of this country during the last fortnight.
It has especially been noticed in two interesting speeches,
one at the Academy of Sciences, by Count F. de Lesseps, and
the other at the Academy of Medicine, by the Inspector-
General of Public Health of France, M. Fauvel. Both have
created much sensation, and tended to reassure the public.
M. de Lesseps, who has such considerable personal ex-

perience of the East and of plague, was quite decided in hisconclusion that plague was not contagious, and that
L quarantine measures were useless and unadvisable. Such
I was not the opinion of Inspector Fauvel, who believed in the

usefulness of proper preventive measures; and assured the
auditory that they had all been taken in this country.

! An experiment of considerable practical interest was
! performed a few days ago by MM. Labbe, Bert, Preterre,
: Lafont, and Regnaud, for the purpose of testing the practi-


